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Mr. Charles Browne (a red shirt man in a picture) shared with his relatives and friends after taking a
group of his university students on a 2 week Global Village trip to help build houses in Ulaanbataar in
Mongolia. (Please read his article in page 10.) He is a Linguistics Professor at Aoyama Gakuin
University in Tokyo Japan. Charles and Yukari have 3 children, Joshua, Noah and Hannah. His oldest
son, Joshua, who is referred to in the letter, is deaf and uses ASL and JSL sign languages. (Written by
Chary Brown)

BHERRIEThe Greeting 2-3
Of the Head of BOD

COYP ;ZEERE(/v—F1)

CCYP Activity RPT. (Part1)

HFHJ EBiRE 4-5

HFHJ Activity Report
MR2EE BOD Report
EBERZS  Introduction

of the Habitat Board

HFH & AP 1&# 6-7
HFHI & AP information
NMBY B2 & FDIRYFEA
‘Not In My Back Yard’
Myths & truths

JEERGEE Housing Issue  8-9

CCYP ZFHEE(/—,2) 10
CCYP Activity RPT. (Part2)

GVF—LBBEHE 10-
GV Team Experience 13
FENfJETF—LA
Adult: JET Team
A—RFr—UY=T57
7
Youth: Chary Brown

voiL 72 4

Organization Chart




NEZY R, /v

BT SDIHRE
BHER pEEX

[REREZ, BRT-OWANEH7
FRAEFOXIICEEX, #1419 19]
FE)NNEHX Y e T — - ba—~
F . | =T g s U RNUBRERLTCOERICA
D FE LT, 21IERICAEE TV D Z OB
DNx DL AT, BEHD, BN
HOAEETLESTHEETT, LrLEL
by OBEKIZERZSMLUTT
SDHAUN—ZITE, HLE, HIRH Y
F9, #HEK ENSOHR—ALALRERLFD
EFRTEH— ANOE DRk FEET D,
DM 2T TR, T Z R > TED
TR D LW ) BRI LooW
DR EAELTNEZNE-BNET,
ANDFIMNRIZDIFMEZ BN D4 TIER
<, HEzxdATHYEST, £/2, <D

FETREER
Chair person of the HFH Japan, A D& DHEVY (H372\ @ SEOEWV) O

Nakajima Tetsuo

i LCHDOMEEZDT-0THD
D LRIFEOEMIZZRY 5,

R~ oT 4 EWHETTT, R~
TFoT 41Fxv U =K%, CVPCE WD
CODORERKRFOD HFRATTH H
nET,

T, GYAPIIGVE B2 0 | b URegk
MlEZFEbabE-7uY 2/ b T
T £, GYAP X R—IZITRFDOH:
FLBDRI2N, &) Z T, ARNEINT
AR R, FERAMERE R, BAIE R,
BAVE2BE RN D A L R—=RN T, F—
LZERER LTV ET,

Z L C, GVIIEFIRE 2158 0% &
LT, 2 MO, Bl f~ L3t
I8 & £9, %L TGYAPIX., GVTET
ODNERIEDAN, £FLTaia=T~y
WZOWTIHA, PO, READS S
BRI EEEZ T L LITIRE O
N ET, (TmEEEEHHLITVE
7, )

AEAT - - EARiEE L - - -

1 BHHOERDOFICHHT LT > r— b
A - R HT

2. EF0V—FERORE (V—7
va v RN

3 AEAYE B

4 FEEE ) 7

X NAF T 3—FEHRE:
GYAPZFEEIRR (/N—F1)

SEORZEHELT [GYAP)

tWnwH el bAEBVELEE, GY
AP Lt s ZtbEw, By
(_E » JFEEVE FBeKwansei Gakuin Uni.)
MOLDOBMEBETH D HRBBER NS DLLT
DA T —FTEE N

9 H 2 H~17HIZM2 7. Global
Youth Action Project 2004 (LA FGYAP)
WIS T £ Lz, GYAPIE 3 » Fit
BETiThbhva7ay=7 MT, JEET
20034E1272 0 £97, 20034FFE I HAED
LyrEAEXy FEERSMLTWE
T, SEEFErFRAEZ Y E2 B 3 A
DAV IN—=NGYAP A »3— L L CiEE)
LT&E L7,

A Al JEEEEAT & 72 o 72 DIE20034E12
Sl&fix, 74 VB ORT B RE, ¢

N, FFonET, —FBEALZEWNT
WD, RV T — FilRET

T, YU~ RFE, CVPCONEH v
MAUAN—IZBHTTHHWRRN G, A
VAV a—EEELE Lz, BER,
SFEIERVY—FREREER - o
EIToTWAERFTT, 12A11H, 12
HiZiTHhN DA COYAPHE S 21T
I TETWET,

WO K 2 L EEREETH 2 & T,
WAWARZENRLATEEST, BT
DZEFETFTRLS, BOEOFEETYH
M BT A LIz £ LT, FAIC
L oT, GYAPIRFEFICHEER R 0
Vxl FTHomEBNET, RiLd
BWMERBIRLIZENTEZZ 1T
HLAATTN, ZNLD bikx2Z &
BEEZDIENTEEENLTT, Zh
TR L THEETIEH Y THE A,
GYAP A 83— %, A HIEL, i
TEEEZFBITTCNDAZETLLE I,
2005 4E i #& 4E O GYAP T i, 2003,
2004 D IE M A L C, RIEBR 72
EL X0 XuviEEhE L TARRL W & B
F£9, (RER10—212ke<)




BT

k]

Greeting: Chairperson of the

Board of Meeting

[Honour thy father and [thy] mother:
and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self. Mattew 19:19]

Habitat for Humanity Japan has begun
its second year. It seems that many people,
who live in this period of the 21st century,
are apathetic and egotistic. Love seems to
have slipped away. However, members,
who give their blessings to Habitat, have
dreams, hopes and objectives. We, as indi-
viduals do what we can in order to eliminate
the homelessness of fellow human beings.
Not only by thinking in our minds, but also
we would like to improve more by appreci-
ating the capabilities of the practice of love.

It is not for human beings to be served,
but to serve, which equally means for each
to give his/her own life, as toll, in payment
for the sins of many people.

(Translated by Tachibana, Edited by K.

Vergets)

guete is a school town, having two big
university: ~ Silliman  University and
CVPC.

GYAP is different from GV and
has a specific perspective. First of all,
GYAP members are not composed by the
frame of a single university. In 2004, the
team was composed by people from both
Ritsumeikan, Kyoto Uni. Of Foreign
Study, Kansei, and Kwansei Gakuin Uni-
versity.

Secondly, the main activity of GV
is to build houses and work with local
people for about two weeks. The main
activity of GYAP is to study about in-
habitants of GV housings and communi-
ties, and think solutions if there are prob-
lems. (We, of course, build houses.)

Main activities in 2004 were:

1. Questionnaire to Local inhabitants
and Analysis of the results.
2. Reporting research from last year

(Workshop style)

3. Planting trees

4. Building houses

We focused on questionnaire the most.
We interviewed with help from Silliman
University, CVPC,&Habitat members. 7

Campus Chapter Activity Report:
Global Youth Activity Program
Report (Part 1)

There was a big activity called
“GAYP” in summer 2004. Please read
the following report including what
GYAP is from Ms. Rui Tajiri, who was
one of participants from UEBABI
(Uegahara Kwansei Gakuin Univer-

sity)!!

I participated in the Global Youth
Action Project 2004 (GYAP) from
Sep.2—17, 2004. GYAP is a three-
year-project that started in 2003. In
2003, the present president of Uegahara
Habitat participated. In 2004, three
other members of Uegahara Habitat
participated.

We had the 2004 activity in Duma-
guete town, Negros Island, Philippines,
which was the same as in 2003. Duma-v

Currently, we are compiling and
analyzing the result of various re-
search. Based on the result, we plan to
have a GYAP debriefing session at a
camp on December 11 and 12, 2004.

We value various things by having a
conversation with local people. Not
only thinking about others, but also we
became strongly conscious of our-
selves. Ibelieve that GYAP was a very
meaningful project for myself. I was
most sertainly able to bring back a lot
of information. On top of that, I was
able to think of various things. Still, it
is not over yet. I am sure that other
members of GYAP are currently think-
ing about various things, as well. I
hope GYAP in 2005 will have better
activities and solve problems based on
the information of GYAP in 2003 and
2004. (Continue to page 10)

(Translated by Tachibana, Edited by K.
Vergets)

HEANEBEREIFURLADY
47 (20045 H)

Kanda University of Interna—
tional Studies (Summer 2004)

BREBERRSUTATERIBE
N¥TLEz, IZBMERET
HolzCEERENET, (B
PIRKFEGVF—L)

After the Building Volunteer
“Thank you.” Hope your ex—
perience became unforgetta—
ble. (Aoyama Gakuin Uni. GV
Team)




Page 4

NELK o b N

WENERS FroR

F+J4H—:International Youth
Award JIL—TFRRHL—
BRI E

Kanda University of Interna—
tional Studies Campus Chap—
ter: International Youth Award

RI(FWERKZEGVF—
L)

Housel (Aoyama Gakuin Uni.
GV Team)
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HFHJ Activity Report

FY2004, The Board of Director Report

On September 18, Saturday, 2004, the
Board Meeting of Habitat for Humanity
Japan 2004 was held at the new office,
which we moved to in August. The fiscal
year of Habitat is from July to June next
year. Therefore, the fiscal year of 2005
began from July of 2004.

At the Board Meeting, the business
report of 2004 and the settlement of bal-
ance report were approved, and the auditor
reported that there were no problems. Af-
ter that, some changes of Articles of Incor-
poration were also approved. Everything
else at the Board Meeting proceeded
smoothly until the end. After the Board
Meeting, the Board Members and staff
were introduced to official Habitat sup-
porters. Since the Campus Chapter at
Kanda University of International Studies
was awarded the certificate and gifts by
Nakajima, who is head of the Board for
Group Advocacy sector of International
Youth Award in 2004. A couple of weeks
before, GYAP (Global Youth Action Pro-
ject) was awarded for the Group Leader-
ship sector at the Osaka affiliate on Sep-

tember 3.

In 1996, HFH activity started in Japan
when the first Japanese GV team was sent.
In 2001, Japan Support Office (JSO) set up
and sent more GV teams: 32 teams in 2001
and 37 in 2002, 42 in 2003, and 39 in 2004
participated at the GV programs. The
numbers of Campus Chapter organized by
students have been increasing every year.
Currently in August 2004, 11 schools oper-
ate in several regions as official HFH or-
ganizations.

Based on these facts, HFHI consid-
ered the great possibility of expansion of
HFH activities and support in Japan.
Therefore, in the beginning of 2003,
HFHJ launched a full scale systematiza-
tion, formed the Board of HFHJapan, and
applied to the government of Tokyo for
Incorporated Non-Profit Organization in
June, which was approved in November
2003. Major objectives in FY2004 were
concluded by the approval as an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization.

(Written by Asanuma, Translated by Tachi-
bana. Edited by K. Vergets)

Introduction of the Board Members (A~Z Order)

[Vice Chair Person]
Mike Stanton-Rich/Kobe Union Church

Mike Stanton-Rich is the pastor of Kobe
Union Church and has been involved with
Habitat for Humanity projects in the USA and
Japan for over ten years.

[the Board Members]
Isamu Ando/Jesuit Social Center

[ am new to HABITAT. During the many
years | spent doing research and teaching at
Sophia University (Tokyo) | visited most
Asian countries several times with groups of
University students in study tours and volun-
teer activities.

Stephano T. Tsukamoto/International Devel-

Usha Murli Menon: HFHI Asia/Pacific Resource

Development Director

opment Center of Japan

[t will be my 20th anniversary to work for
social development, peace building, and reha-
bilitation development. Among various fields,
it is important to work for refugees and
people to resettle. | believe that it is won-
derful for Habitat to focus such people. |
appreciate to work for Habitat as a member
of the Board.

Congratulations! HFH Japan is now much more
ready as we join hands to make our world bet-
ter for everyone to have safe, decent. Afford-
able housing!

Steve M. Weir: HFHI Asia/Pacific Vice Repre—

sentative

Habitat for Humanity International’'s Area Vice
President Steve Weir has led Habitat's activi-
ties in the Asia-Pacific region since 1995, ex-
tending the ministry’s reach to 30 countries
and territories and serving more than 27,000
families in need. Previously, he launched and ran
Habitat's operations in Sri Lanka. Steve joined
Habitat after a successful, award-winning
career in architecture that culminated in a posi-
tion as executive vice president of a San
Francisco—based firm of architects. (written by
Peter Witton: head of communications)

[the Board Member Advisor]
Hisashi Morioka/HFHJ Advisor

After | reached retirement age, | dedicated myself to HFH Japan’s work. | want
as many people as possible experience HFH activities and | would like to apply my

experiences and skills usefully for HFH Japan.

(Translated by a Volunteer: Tachibana. Edited by K. Vergets)

HEANEBRXENESVLY
R—4a—

Kanda University of Interna-—
tional Studies Habitat Sup-—
porters

FOTREFEAT4AGVO—T 4
*—A— (200447 BIRE)

Asia Pacific Office GV Coordina—
tor (July, 2004)
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Picture provided:: Kanda Univer—

sity of International Studies

(Summer 2004)

VINRF Y TH2—(2004F 8)
Picture provided:: Kanda Uni-
versity of International Stud-
ies (Summer 2004)
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‘Not in My Back Yard’ Phenomenon and Effort

Exploring the Unknown:

The acronym NIMBY (Not In My
Back Yard) describes resistance by
residents who oppose development in
their communities. --- Habitat for Hu-
manity affiliate director Ron Thomas
says NIMBY opposition to Habitat of-
ten can be overcome simply by educat-
ing opponents about what Habitat is
and does. “In our experience, lack of
information and misinformation are the
biggest causes of NIMBY,”  he says.

“Almost always critics do not
really know Habitat for Humanity,” he
says. “They do not know about the
sweat equity or the homeownership
opportunity. One common misconcep-
tion is that Habitat families are getting
their homes for free. We communicate
with the opposition and try to keep
them involved. Prejudice does not wilt
in 10 minutes but the more you talk

Myth and Truth

What you should know about NIMBY
MythD: Residents of affordable hous-
ing move too often to be stable commu-
nity members.

Truth: When house payments remain
stable, residents are less likely to relo-
cate. For most habitat families, a Habitat
house represents the first homeowner-
ship opportunity they have every had —
and some- times the first decent place to
live. They are personally invested in
their house and, in many cases, feel
strongly that their house will be some-
thing they can pass down to their chil-
dren and future generations. Like any
other family, Habitat families establish
roots in communities, becoming in-
volved in schools, community service
and business.

with opponents, the more their opposi-
tion diminishes.”

Another important means of over-
coming opposition to affordable hous-
ing, according to Elise Bright, author
and professor in the School of Urban
and Public Affairs at the University of
Texas in Arlington, is to design the
housing so it is aesthetically similar to
exiting units. “A lot depends on how
the projects is designed,” she says.
“The more you can do to blend into the
existing neighborhood, the better off
you’ll be and the less likely you are to
encounter NIMBY.”

Reeves, S. (2004, June/July). Habitat World

—The Publication of Habitat for Humanity
International. 21(3), 9-13.

Translated by Volunteers:

Ayako Yamasato & Kyukichi Omura

Myth®): Affordable housing undermines
community character.

Truth: Affordable housing —and Habitat
houses in particular — can be and often
are designed to blend with existing archi-
tecture.

Whether Habitat affiliates are con-
structing entire neighborhoods or under-
taking “in-fill” build projects, each is
committed to working with the partner
family to help them build a house they
will be pleased with. Because the fami-
lies will purchase their Habitat house
they have substantial vested interest in
its quality and appearance.

Reeves, S. (2004, June/July). Habitat World
—The Publication of Habitat for Humanity
International. 21(3), 13.
Translated by Volunteers:
Ayako Yamasato & Kyukichi Omura

EER# - MANERFEFY
VIRRF X TH—(20045F H)
Picture provided:: Kanda Uni—
versity of International Stud—
ies (Summer 2004)
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versity of International Stud—
ies (Summer 2004)
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Housing Issue, September 10,

“Housing issues of low income residents in developing countries and Japan
Mr. Ebizuka Ryoukichi, Urban Housing Technology Research Institute

Mr. Ebizuka firstly told us his goal of the lec-
ture: “It is important to approach not only by pas-
sion, but also based on a theory towards housing
issues.”

B Housing issues of low income residents in
developing countries

Urban low income residents in developing
countries live in poor residency surroundings such
as slums. As measures to be taken for those resi-
dents, there have been 5 approaches carried out.
The first approach is Transfer Program. After
transferring slum residents to another region, the
slum is demolished and cleaned. However, many
people come back because there are no places to
work in a new area, it takes time and costs to con-
tinue the same job, infrastructure such as schools,
hospitals, and roads are not completed.

The second approach is Self-Help Housing
Construction. Residents build a core house by
receiving support from relatives, which has mini-
mum facilities such as water and/or roads. After
that, they develop the house such as adding more
rooms, based on their own income. In reality,
there are some examples that a level of improve-
ment of environment is still low, rents rise be-
cause of the value of land and/or buildings rise
after creating water, and others.

The third approach is mid-rise housing, which
builds assembled housing like apartments in order
to pull in cost. However, there was a case that the
budget was not sufficient because construction
fees such as concrete became relatively high.
Furthermore, many people go back to slum areas
by subletting the apartment, since the style of life
in an apartment did not fit to them, who used to
living on grounds, called slum. These cases
often happen in the Philippines and Thailand,
although the approach is successful in city states
such as Singapore.

The fourth is an improvement of habitation
project, which improves living environment by
retooling roads and/or water supply and sewerage
systems. Citizens prefer this approach because
their living situation improves without losing a
job or a community. The approach can be used in
a wide sphere, since the cost is low without build-
ing. However, there are some problems. For
example, landowners are troubled by this ap-
proach and the level of improvement is low.

The last approach is small-scale habitation
finance. People build houses by borrowing
money, which is a savings from a community. In
this case, it is important to have a citizen organi-
zation.

The approaches above were used for housing
issues of low income people in developing coun-
tries. From the perspective of aid, the Japanese
government cannot support with ODA (tax), since
they regard houses as individual property.

Housing issues measured by public organiza-
tions such as government are not efficient and

high cost involves. In America or England, NPOs
on behalf of governments operate and attain suc-
cess. On the other hand, public institutions are
still strong in Japan or Korea and NPOs are not
developed. Therefore, NPOs in Japan are greatly
expected to be involved with housing issues.

B Housing issues of low income residents in
Japan

Although public housing are the main housing
policy for low income people in Japan, still this is
only 5% of overall. Low income people, aimed
by public housings, are 25% from below. As
government expenditure for housing measures,
930 billion yen (1.1% of general accountant) are
assigned in FY2004. 1/3 of the amount are spent
for public housing and 1/3 are spent for interest
grant-in-aid of Government Housing Loan Corpo-
ration. As Grant-in-aid besides expenditure for
housing measure, there is housing benefits of
welfare. Although the amount is different de-
pending on areas, the housing benefit of FY2004
is 177 billion yen. However, public measures
tend to shrink.

Presently, there are about 150 public lodging
houses, aimed for about 25,000 homeless people
welfare of housing in Tokyo (March, 2003).
These kinds of facilities increased to twice its
amount in 3 years. However, aggravated facilities
also increased such as people, who have income
on some level, keep living there and/or those fa-
cilities try to gain more benefits to have over-
flowed people to live. Not only for homeless
people, but also for elderly people, there are fa-
cilities by commercial enterprise and group-home
have increased, which have certain income com-
ing in. “NPO: FURUSATO no KAI” comes to
grips with measures for housing for homeless and
elderly people. They use housing and factory
vacancies and manage “midway passage facili-
ties”, where people in trouble temporary stay in
order to have independent lives. Besides that, it is
difficult to obtain lands to build facilities because
lands have remained still expensive in Japan and
landlords tend not to relinquish their land.

Habitat For Humanity Japan has not started
activities in Japan. However, support projects for
homeless in Japan will be necessary in order to
gain support from corporation and citizens. It is
important to have networks with other organiza-
tions, which work on community buildings and on
self-reliance support, and local people. It is also
important to grasp people’s needs through those
organizations. Furthermore, we have to address
in order to secure and educate core human re-
source, which is a common subject among NGOs
and NPOs. Activities in Japan turn out to be a
training place to educate people who are able to
respond to housing issues abroad.

(Written by Sachiko Yamazaki at Inter
national Studies, Meiji Gakuin University)
(Translated by T., Edited by K. Vergets)

FERM - MENEREXY
INRAFvTH—(2004F H)
Picture provided: Kanda Uni-
versity of International Studies
(Summer 2004)
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Campus Chapter Activity Report:

Global Youth Activity Program Report (Part 2)

Kyoto University of Foreign Studies,
Department of Brazilian Portuguese,
2nd yr. Vice Leader: Kanako Takahashi

It has been about 2 weeks, since we
finished the field investigation in Philip-
pines as GYAP04 and came back to Japan.
However, I have not been able to consoli-
date my experiences yet or has one con-
cludes the idea come up either. The first
reason is that what I was thinking reeled
from the participation at the GY AP04.
Secondly, the GYAP04 only finished the
local investigation and our activity such as
organizing information for a report contin-
ues.

GYAPO04 was an opportunity for me
to think about various issues. While there
were things that I was impressed by there
where also things that I questioned, which
is what makes me want to talk with GY AP
members, Habitat people and friends
around me.

As a result, there are not any right
answers, and it could be fair enough that
my thoughts will not be summarized. It
could be more important for me to think
about issues by myself and/or discuss with
others around me. This is what I am
thinking currently after finishing the field
investigation of GYAP04.

(Translated by Tachibana, Edited by K. Ver-
gets)

GV Team (Adult & Youth) Experience:

Youth Team

I was lucky enough this summer to lead an
enthusiastic group of English teachers and
university students on a 10-day trip to
Kuching, Malaysia. Upon arriving on site,
we looked worriedly on the muddy piece
of land that was to be where we built the
house. But by the end of the week we had
hacked wood into stakes using machetes,
mixed 20 ton of cement for foundation
using hoes and shovels, painted window
frames, and dug up and wheelbarrowed
more loads of dirt than we could count. In

Adult Team

Hi everyone!

As many of you know, I recently went
to Mongolia as part of a two-year univer-
sity course | am teaching on "Christian
Leadership and Volunteerism". Below is a
short summary of our trip as well as a few
pictures.

From 8/28 to 9/12, I took a group of 14
of my university students for two weeks of
volunteer work for Habitat for Humanity, a
Christian organization started by Millard
Fuller in the United States (and strongly
supported over the past 25 years by Presi-

the process, we transformed the land into a
house foundation. And what had begun as
two groups of people (Japanese and Ma-
laysian side) awkwardly conversing over
construction, ended as one big family shar-
ing lunch. In the end, we learned a lot
more than expected about building houses
and more importantly about building rela-
tionships.

Written by Amber Hildebrandt,

Tochigi JET

dent Jimmy Carter) to build houses for the
poor in the United States and abroad. Since
it's inception 30 years ago, Habitat has
built 150,000 houses in over 80 countries.
Since Mongolia broke off from the So-
viet Union in 1991 and changed from a
socialist to a free-market economy, they
have been plagued with a variety of socie-
tal problems as they have tried to adapt to
the sudden change. More than 50% of the
country now lives in poverty, with an un-
employment rate of 46%. Housing is also a
serious problem. Over 50% of the popula-

GYAP04 J)L—T A R—&
HE=B
GYAP04 Group Members and
Friends

Amber HildebrandtES
Ms. Amber Hildebrandt

TS50V REMTDFHE-L (F
LR REGVF—L)

Mr. Brown and Local Children
(Aoyama Gakuin Uni. GV Team)
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tion still lives in Gers, traditional Mongo-
lian tents, which although very sturdy, are
no match for the Mongolian winters, where
temperatures often reach -40 degrees! In
the winter, many homeless children,
known as "Manhole Children" take refuge
and live in the sewers where the heat from
the hot water provides pipes help them to
survive.

Habitat just started in Mongolia in 2001
and has built several hundred fully-
insulated wood frame and brick houses at
an average cost of $2000 per house. My
students and I helped to build 10 houses
over a two week period. Though none of
us had the specific skills necessary, each
day we worked from morning to night
alongside skilled workers and provided
them with a good source of cheap (free!)
manual labor. We loaded and unloaded
trucks with bricks and lumber, as well as
sand and rocks for making cement, dug
ditches for the foundation, did simple car-
pentry, and a host of other tasks.

You may ask, wouldn't it be more effi-
cient to just send money to hire more
skilled workers instead of going ourselves?
Perhaps. But I have found that for people
like my students and I, from rich countries
like Japan and the United States, it is
sometimes hard to imagine how the vast
majority of people in other countries cope
with living in poverty and hunger. Over
the course of 2 weeks, my students and I
became friends with the new home owners
and skilled workers.

We saw firsthand (and sometimes ex-
perienced!) many of the difficulties they
face on a daily basis. We became friends
with and were forever changed by the sim-
ple hospitality and love shown us by Mon-
golian people. On one of the first days,
after I had worked all day digging a foun-
dation ditch for one of the home owners, I
was moved to almost tears as they invited
me into their dirt-floored Ger and offered
me a cup of fresh hot milk and a piece of
bread. as a way of saying thank you.
Though neither of us spoke a word of the
other's language, a wonderful bond had
been formed.

I also met a 17 year old deaf boy (we are
in red shirts in the picture below), who,
having lived in poverty all his life, was
unschooled and had no language beyond
simple gestures. I tried to teach him some

American Sign language, which Joshua
and I use to communicate, and have con-
tacted a local church to ask for regular sign
language lessons for he and his family. He
is a wonderful, happy boy (just like
Joshua!), and was a pleasure to work and
become friends with over the course of two
weeks.

About 10 years ago, Yukari and I do-
nated enough money to help build 2 houses
in poverty stricken areas of Jamaica. Al-
though we received nice pictures of the
families living in the new houses our dona-
tion had helped to build, it wasn't the life
changing, thought-provoking experience
that going to Mongolia has been. And al-
though Yukari couldn't go with us to Mon-
golia, I am deeply grateful for the wonder-
ful volunteer work she did at home, hap-
pily and warmly agreeing to take care of
our three high-energy, high maintenance
kids so that I could provide this educa-
tional experience for my students.

And my students truly did amaze me.
Only 4 out of the 14 were originally from
my seminar. But two of those students,
Mari and Junko, were so enthusiastic about
what Habitat was doing that they decided
to form a university chapter of Habitat for
Humanity right here at Aoyama Gakuin
University. [ asked them to come and
speak to my other classes, and they were
able to convince another 10 students to
join both the university club as well as our
trip to Mongolia!

And this was just the beginning! For
several months before our departure, both
my class as well as the club met each week
to study about Mongolia, while we were in
Mongolia the students held 2 hour meet-
ings each night before bed to talk about
their impressions of the days activities,
spent several days visiting schools, job
training centers and churches, and then,
upon return to Japan, are now working to
put together a booklet and a video to sum-
marize the experience. It has been a joy to
watch them grow up before my eyes. | am
deeply proud of them all, and know that
their two weeks in Mongolia will have a
positive effect on whatever path they
choose after graduation. It has certainly
had a positive impact on me!

Sincerely, Charlie Browne

WYUET ! (FILFERKEGY
F—L)

Dig & Pick! (Aoyama Gakuin Uni.
GV Team)
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GV Team)




Tﬁ'r . i Habitat for Humanity International ~ What is Habitat for Humanity Inter-
Habitat for Humanity Japan (NERYN) EE? national (Habitat)?

NEZYNE, FURN OB ZIZE Habitat for International is a non-

(BE)N\EAY R TF—Ea—T=F 4~ SEZEFHTHIEEF KNGO T profit, Christian housing organiza-
D2 AN T, VU TILTERIEDES-FE tion. HFHI seeks to eliminate pov-
T162-0003 WEHOZEOEEMEHRA, HAR  erty housing and homelessness
HERHPHEREHRER/HEILB101 FICEETILELMERBEBL from the world, and to make decent
Hinode Bldg., B101 Higashinakano, R—LLABEDHEMIEREIZ  shelter a matter of conscience and
Nakano-ku, Tokyo, 162-0003 AT TEBLTWHED, E41. A action. Habitat invites people from

B RBEREERbLT HRFD all walks of life to work together in
ANREN— =2y TEHET, & partnership to help build houses
FOWERBELLTWAREEESIC with families in need. Habitat has

TEEETEL: 03(5330)5571
FAX: 03(5330)5572

E{tmj/": infoh@r;.a;bratjp.org REZTHITTOET, NEXUNL built more than 150,000 houses,
p-fiwww.habrtaljp.org CHETIS0ORFOAFEIRMEL providing safe, decent, affordable

TETWET, NERYNE1976E shelter around the world. Habitat
225 —R-TJ5—¢LFDEIVAIC was founded in 1976 by Milard
KOTEHRIINEL, Fuller along with his wife Linda.

WREREE Editor’s Note

" Habitat's idea of a world without poverty housing is indeed catching on fast in Japan. The sense of touching and making a real House really connects
with all, plus the happy exchanges between local folks makes it a truly life-changing experience. Its no wonder that people go back again and again. I'm getting
my Habitat Tattoo also!"  Daniel EHHRFZROBZWHRA L NI NEX v bOBZITEELL DALITIEN > TWD, il & &R TAYMOZR %
ELEVI DI TRTITHLTHELE TV D, FICHILOT % & D LUWRFUTIE RO NEGRMRR E 25, N2 BMUESMES RS OFTLKRE
W2 %, EUNEY Y M by e ANDE ! | =2 L
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Sh, INPHH EIFIYIV U IEAE LA L BEVZ LET | HFHJ could finally issue our first news letter with many people's effort and support
although we have had lots of difficulties one after the other like our country, Japan has. Ihope that HFHJ will be an organization which can also give a hand to
help the people suffering from disasters in Japan in the future as we grow. Let's make a difference together in Japan, too!! (Y. M)
| K% 7o AR H 1E##H O F51% THFHJapan FIEHNA L 5 < I IT, L=V =BT =TV U F—HFE L T OICRITHNERE Lz, FLR
B EEA, B BFENEFEY, FTHEICELIRICAIB TEE Lz, AYCHES T8 0E L, 2 bIALIBEVLETOR)
Finally, we could publish the HFHJapan first newsletter! Since we applied for a raiser color printer, it took a while to actually publish. However, the
application was accepted and we could print it out at the office. I am glad that HFHJ has a lot of help from GV teams, Campus Chapters, translators, and others.
Without those help, it was impossible to have such a nice colored newsletter. Thank you! (N.T)

Building Houses, Building Hope!
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